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WELCOME TO THE TWENTY-SIXTH EDITION 

Welcome to the 26th edition. Most of the COVID restrictions are being 

lifted this week, surely a welcome move for our local residents, 

scholars, business owners and everyone involved in organising clubs, 

societies and the like. 

It’s also good to see all the village ‘libraries’ being used more and you’ll 

read within that the Stocking Pelham telephone box is having a good 

spring-clean. If your spring decluttering exercise produces a book or 

two, perhaps you’d consider donating them? Thank you. 

Contributions to: pelhamscommag@gmail.com  

 

Cover story 

The earliest records of Brownies and Girl Guides in Furneux Pelham 
date from the 1920s, when they were usually led by the vicar’s wife or 
daughter. Perhaps these were at some point disbanded and later  
re-formed, as this pennant of the 1st Furneux Pelham Brownie pack) 
see cover) was granted in the summer of 1944. By 1950, the pack was 
led by Brown Owl, Winnie Andrews, who lived at Greenpools, East 
End, and the Guide Leader was Gwen Last, who lived at No 2 Lake 
Villas in Barleycroft End. 

The World Conference on Guiding, held in Oxford in 1950, involved 
both groups. A “Scroll of Friendship” was passed from pack to pack 
across the country, eventually arriving at the conference. The Furneux 
Pelham Brownies and Guides received the scroll from Ware District 
Guides at Patient End Farm. Their task was to transport it to the 
Hadham Guides. They originally intended to go by bicycle, until 
someone thought that a 
farm cart would be more 
fun and also enable 
more girls to go.  
Captain Neville Lake of 
Pelham Lodge Farm 
(now Tinkers Hall) 
provided the cart and 
horses, which were 
driven by Mr Fred Lee, 
who is shown in this 
photograph of the scroll 
being handed over.   

mailto:pelhamscommag@gmail.com
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Congratulations Laura Sugar 
 

We’re delighted to report that former Furneux Pelham School pupil Laura 
Sugar, 2020 Olympic and 2021 World champion, was awarded an MBE for 
services to canoeing in the 2022 New Year Honours. 

 

 

Laura contributed this self-portrait to a school fundraising 
tea towel in 2001! 

 

 

 

 

 

LETTER TO PELHAMS RESIDENTS 
Dear villagers,  

I will be taking over the wonderful library we have in the old Stocking Pelham 
telephone box. 

I will be removing all the old books and cleaning it up this week (weather 
permitting) 

I thank you all in advance for any donations previously made and for any 
donations your willing to make in the future to help keep our wonderful 
village library going.  

I am hoping to put a good variety of books and possible DVDs in for everyone 
to enjoy from kids to adults and keep it fresh, clean and tidy for everyone  

I will update on the progress as soon as possible but for now please be aware 
that the library box will be OUT OF ORDER while the updating and cleaning 
happens  

I would like to request any book donations here on out to be dropped off at 
my house (1 Mead View) where I can store them and rotate them on a 
regular basis and no longer left on the floor of the phone box as the mould 
sets in quite quick especially this time of year.  

Thank you for reading 

Kirsty Rolland  
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Stocking Pelham 
While walking over the Cricket Field/ Recreation ground recently I found a 
pile of dog poo between the two sets of swings and again today another two 
piles by the pavilion. Please take your dog’s mess home especially now we 
have youngsters using the playground. 

I have supplied poo bags hanging from the Pavilion side so there is no excuse.  

Mike Hutchins 

 

 

Local flooding 
 

 

This flood in The Wash on Boxing Day 
2021 may have taken many local 
residents by surprise, but it was a much 
more frequent occurrence in the past, 
regularly preventing the East End 
children from attending school.   

 

Residents of The Wash often resorted 
to heavy wooden clogs, rather than risk 
their leather shoes or boots in the wet. 

 

 

 

 

 

Forthcoming events – dates for your diary 
Saturday 4th June 2022: 

St Mary’s Church Furneux Pelham will be hosting a family bring and share 
community lunch for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebration. Further 
details will follow nearer the time. 
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Furneux Pelham Parish Council  
The planned Parish Council meeting on the 13th January 2022 was cancelled 

due to a surge in COVID cases locally. Providing the COVID risk reduces, the 

Parish Council meeting will be rescheduled for the 3rd February 2022 in the 

Village Hall at 7pm. 

As a reminder, if you need winter salt, this can be obtained from  

Cllr Eddie Wills. 

Remember - meetings are open to all village residents.  

Further information is available on the Parish Council website: 

www.furneuxpelham.org.uk 

 

The Police remind you to be vigilant.  

The December Police crime report for Furneux Pelham 

highlighted that an external picture hung on the wall of a 

residential property on Brookside had been damaged and their 

enquiries were in progress.  

Reporting on Facebook by a number of residents has drawn attention to 

suspicious activity in the area as well a number of oil thefts that have taken 

place. 

Remember to report a crime or anti-social behaviour, contact Hertfordshire 

Constabulary via the 101 service, website or, in an emergency, by dialling 999.  

http://www.furneuxpelham.org.uk/
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Oh dear what can the matter be 
Oh dear what can the matter be, 
Poor old Boris is plagued with tragedy, 
will he be here for many more Saturday's, 
Nobody knows for sure. 

He promised us all a land filled with honey, 
but so many people are now short of money, 
are the knives out for this mister sunny, 
nobody knows for sure. 

Don't get me wrong I'm definitely not biased, 
whoever gets in they all tend to try us, 
it's always a battle between us and them, 
I really don't care who's at number ten. 

Whoever lives there will get nothing but trouble, 
Will they stay long or get kicked out at the double, 
Nobody knows for sure. 

Margaret Palmer 
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Calendar of Services for St Mary’s Furneux Pelham and 

St Mary’s Stocking Pelham 

Sunday 6th February   4th Sunday before Lent 

9.30 am BCP Holy Communion    Furneux Pelham 

11.15 am All Age Holy Communion   Braughing 

Sunday 13th February 3rd Sunday before Lent 

10.00 am Family Morning Worship   Braughing 

11.15 am Holy Communion     Furneux Pelham 

Sunday 20th February  2nd Sunday before Lent 

9.30 am Café Church     Furneux Pelham 

11.15 am Holy Communion     Braughing 

Sunday 27th February Last before Lent 

9.30 am Holy Communion     Braughing 

11.15 am Family Morning Worship    Furneux Pelham 

Additionally, every Wednesday morning at 9.30 am at St Mary’s, Braughing 
there is a quiet Holy Communion service.  

For enquiries regarding Baptisms, Weddings or Funerals, please contact the 

Rector.  

St Mary’s, Stocking Pelham and St Mary’s, Furneux Pelham are part of a 

Benefice of three churches which also include St Mary’s, Braughing. 

St Mary’s, Stocking Pelham Churchwarden: Mrs J Bailey (01279) 777454 

St Mary’s, Furneux Pelham Churchwardens – in the absence of  

Churchwardens, please contact either Chris Stead (01279) 778001 or  

Mark Haverson (01279) 777789 

For latest information about the churches please go to our websites - A 

Church Near You: 

St Mary’s, Furneux Pelham: https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7817/ 

St Mary’s, Stocking Pelham: https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7826/  

Rev’d Julie Gawthrope, Rector   vicar@braughing.org.uk   (01920) 823531 

  

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7817/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7826/
mailto:vicar@braughing.org.uk
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ST MARY THE VIRGIN, FURNEUX PELHAM 

SUNDAY 24 APRIL 2022 AT 3 PM 

INVITATION 

All are invited to a thanksgiving event to celebrate the long anticipated 
completion of the Church Roof and the lowering of the bell ringing chamber 
of the Bell Tower. The afternoon will include a service of blessing with the 
Bishop of Hertford. There will be music and an opportunity to see the bell 
ringers in action! This will be followed by refreshments: wine, savouries, 
coffee, tea, cake.  

We do hope you can come along to celebrate this wonderful event with us 
and also giving us the opportunity to show our thanks for your part in helping 
in the vital restoration of our lovely village church.  

Rev'd Julie Gawthrope and St Mary's Church 
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January History Group 

The opening meeting of the 2022 season saw Stephen Ruff of Hare Street 

presenting on the history of the Buntingford branch line. Opened in 1863, it 

began at Stanstead St. Margarets and ran for thirteen miles or so, with 

intermediate stations at Mardocks, Widford, Hadham, Standon, Braughing and 

Westmill, to its terminus at Buntingford, near the junction of London Road and 

Aspenden Road. 

Buntingford was not designed as a terminus station – originally the line was 

planned to continue, through Chipping and Reed, to join the main line between 

Kings Cross and Cambridge at Shepreth. 

Stephen brought the operation of the line to life, using his extensive collection 

of historical images, particularly around Buntingford, where the operating crew 

had to re-coal the locomotive by hand and take on water before starting the 

return journey. Remarkably, he could name almost all of the railway 

employees pictured. 

Stephen  also noted the Great Eastern Railway’s idiosyncratic approach to 

naming. Mardocks station, serving the small community around Wareside, was 

often listed – in both timetables and on signs – without the final “s” and 

Westmill station was always described as “West Mill”. 

The review of British Railways by Dr Beeching in the early 1960s resulted in 

the closure of over 4,000 route miles, including the 13 of the Buntingford 

branch. The line closed to passengers in 1964 and to goods traffic in 1965. 

The track was lifted in the following year.   

One of Stephen’s photographs showed the Buntingford station staff posing 

together with the station dog in the 1950s. He knew her name as well. 



 

12 

Pelhams Pre-School 
 

A new year and new term and what a 

lovely start we have had.  

The children have settled well after the long 

Christmas break and we’ve welcomed some lovely new children this term too. 

Our topic this term is ‘all about me’ the children have enjoyed painting their 

portraits, looking into the mirror seeing what they can see, they all did such a 

great job and were proud of their efforts.  

This term we are continuing with our healthy eating theme and the children will 

be doing some cooking, along with making some yummy fruit and vegetable 

kebabs. We will be celebrating the year of the Tiger for Chinese New Year and 

the children will have lots of arts and crafts to enjoy for this.  

 

 
 
www.pelhamspreschool.co.uk  
 

Pelhams Pre-school, Stocking Pelham Village Hall, Stocking Pelham, 

Nr. Buntingford, Herts. SG9 0HZ 

Registered Charity No: 1072299  

http://www.pelhamspreschool.co.uk/
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PROTECT THE PELHAMS 
 

Thank you for your support throughout 2021.  

We really appreciate how many of you have been reading our articles, 

attending our meetings, distributing our flyers, commenting on local planning 

applications, etc. It has certainly been a steep learning curve for us volunteers 

at Protect the Pelhams, but we have learnt a lot on the way.  

Although we anticipate that 2022 will bring new challenges for PtP, we 

remain steadfast in our desire to be responsible custodians of our 

communities and countryside and simultaneously do all we can to promote 

the appropriate provision of renewable energy in light of climate change. 

Local Planning Applications Update 

Violets Lane and Berden Solar Developments 

No further news. 

Greens Farm (3/21/0969/FUL) 

The developers have been granted an extension for this planning application. 

If it is to be considered at an East Herts Council (EHC) committee meeting, 

this will not be before 2nd March. If it is decided by a delegated officer, the 

timescale is not yet public. 

On 12th January 2022, the EHC planning portal showed 276 objections and  

1 supporting the application and it was still open for comment. 

Pelham Spring Solar Farm (2/21/2781/FUL)     

The superb campaign website - www.stopbattlessolarfarm.com - provides all 

the information about the status of this planning application. 

On 12th January 2022, the EHC planning portal showed 264 objections and  

0 supporting the application, and it was still open for comment. 

EDITOR’S NOTE – on 24th January, Uttlesford District Council REFUSED 

permission for the proposed Pelham Spring Solar Farm. 

  

http://www.stopbattlessolarfarm.com/
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Wickham Hall (3/21/2601/FUL) 

The "Residents Against Wickham Hall Solar Farm" campaigners have been 

working hard to get support. 

On 12th January 2022, the EHC planning portal showed 311 objections and  

5 supporting the application and it was still open for comment.  

If you would like further information, please email 

objecttowickhamsolarfarm@gmail.com or visit their Facebook page. 

Other Updates 

Protect the Pelhams (PtP) Status 

We are currently “formalising” the PtP group so we can start fund raising as 

soon as possible. Once we know how and when the Greens Farm Planning 

Application will be determined and the developers have submitted planning 

applications for further solar factory developments, we will need to appoint 

consultants to support us in our campaign which will need to be paid for. We 

will keep you updated on this. 

The "Solar Campaign Alliance" (SCA) 

This has been formed by groups like PtP from across the UK who are 
supportive of renewable energy, but are concerned about the impact that 
unregulated growth of large scale solar developments will have on our 
landscape, agriculture and communities, unless appropriate safeguards are 
put in place. 

Collectively, SCA are calling on the Government to pause the determination 
of nationwide planning applications for all large-scale solar developments 
which are either being considered by the Planning Inspectorate (PINS) or 
Local Planning Authorities (LPAs). SCA are requesting a clear policy and a 
robust regulatory framework to manage large scale solar developments.  
Appropriate consideration should be given to their cumulative impact on local 
villages, heritage, environment and biodiversity, otherwise approval of these 
planning applications could result in irreparable damage to our environment. 

If you need further information, please: 

• email us on protectthepelhams@outlook.com 

• or visit ‘Protect the Pelhams’ Facebook page  

  

mailto:objecttowickhamsolarfarm@gmail.com
mailto:protectthepelhams@outlook.com
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Furneux Pelham School News 
The Spring Term has been a busy one so far at Furneux 

Pelham School.  Our news this time is a mixture of before and after 

Christmas.  We hope you enjoy reading our latest news. 

Our Christmas Services 

The whole school visited the church for 

a Christingle service led by Reverend 

Julie, with Year 6 and Pelham Praise 

members organising the music and 

leading readings and prayers.  Our 

Christmas Service was a little different 

this year!  We gathered on the 

playground with Reverend Julie, who 

had brought along a number of 

different Christmas Story-themed props.  Quiz questions and this set of props 

retold the Christmas Story, which was a very lively and engaging way to recall 

the events of the first Christmas.  We finished the ‘service’ with Silent Night 

and a Christmas blessing from Reverend Julie. 

A Visit from the Virtual Life Bus   

In the past, the actual Life Bus bus struggled its way through the windy 

roads and negotiated 

our school entrance, 

but now we have our 

Life Bus visits virtually.  

Each class enjoyed a 

different workshop 

during the day, which 

enhanced their learning in Personal, Social, Health and Economic 

Education (PSHE).  Year 5 and 6 learnt about the risks of alcohol and 

were really interested to learn about the laws surrounding alcohol 

whilst our younger pupils learnt about how to stay safe with their 

friends and choices that are made when children are not with their 

parents.   
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Our World Our Future 

The first week or so of the term have been 

a wonderful opportunity for us to develop 

the children’s knowledge of climate 

change and how we can change our 

behaviours to halt the damage we are 

doing to our world.  Climate change can be 

a hard topic to tackle with children – there is a fine balance between helping 

them to understand the grave need for change and creating fear.  Having 

used some really interesting and engaging books and a drama workshop, we 

feel we have struck the right balance.  We have got the children talking 

passionately about climate change and understanding the ways in which they 

can change their behaviour and really make an impact upon our world. 

News from The Burrow 

Over the last two weeks, Skylark class have 

enjoyed exploring the great outdoors and all 

our Forest School ‘Burrow’ has to offer.  We 

have been looking at different soil types and 

the children have discovered that our soil in 

The Burrow is very chalky. Lots of fun was 

had creating new signs for our different 

areas in The Burrow and the children 

enjoyed learning how to light an open fire.  

Everyone enjoyed the chocolate banana 

boats and marshmallow toasting.  
Looking after our teeth... 

Year 3 and 4 are in the process of 

conducting a fascinating scientific 

experiment into the effect of different 

drinks upon teeth and tooth decay.  

They started by coming up with some 

questions to investigate. 

The class have now set up their experiments, using egg shells instead of 

teeth.  It will be interesting to find out their results so we know which drinks 

to avoid if we want to preserve our teeth!  
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To: Editor 

From: Pelhams’ Potting Shed correspondent 
Quite a lot of post seems to have been dropped into the Potting Shed 

recently and I have not been sure how to deal with it all in a timely 

fashion.    Then I had a brainwave – how about a Potting Shed Question 

Time session?  Below is a selection of some of the issues which have been 

bothering residents of the Pelhams. 

Q.  My leeks are a disaster.  They have collapsed and small dark bugs are 

munching between the leaves.    What can I do, and who are these 

intruders? 

A.  Alas, you are experiencing a visit from the dastardly allium leek miner.  

These nuisances moved into the UK in 2002 and have been really annoying 

ever since then.  The best preventative method is to cover the plants with 

fine mesh when the adults are out and about laying eggs.   This is between 

March and April and again from September to November.   I don’t know 

what they do during the summer months, but this gives you the 

opportunity to take off the mesh and remove the weeds which are trying 

to strangle the plants.   Of course you may have managed to bribe a small 

grandchild to crawl in under the mesh and do the weeding for you.. 

By the way, covering the leeks means that they are kept both warm and 

damp – ideal conditions for slugs and snails….. 

Q.  What are the most important jobs to do in February? 

A.   February is a totally dismal month.  I would strongly advise you  to 

retire to bed and not come out till March.   Like the daffodils. 

Q.  No, really, what should be done in the garden in February? 

A.  Now you’re nagging.  All right then, if you insist, how about servicing 

your mower, washing all your flowerpots, cleaning all your garden 

equipment.  Oh yes, and tidying your shed.   Glad you asked?  I’d love to 

help but alas, I shall be under my duvet. 

Q.  Can I have an autographed photo of the PSC? 

A.  Sorry, no.   Fame has not changed me and modesty and the 

decrepitude of my pyjamas mean your request is quite impossible. 
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Q.  Can I sow tomatoes and cucumbers in February? 

A.   Well, you could do as long as it’s under glass.   Make sure you keep 

some seed back as you will definitely have to sow more after the frosts 

have destroyed your first lot.  Still, it’ll keep you out of mischief until the 

weather warms up. 

And finally, from a Mr. K. J-Un 

Q.   How can I improve pak choi? 

A.    My Potting Shed is in the horticultural area of the Pelhams and my 

expertise is related solely to this part of the world.    Regrettably I am not 

conversant with growing conditions in North Korea and therefore cannot 

advise.   

And that’s all for now.   I have an appointment with my toothbrush before 

disappearing under my duvet.     See you next month, but in the meantime 

Nighty night zzzzzzzzzzzzz 

Your Potting Shed Correspondent 

 

Well December has come and gone. It may have been a 

slightly shorter month with the Christmas break, but 

that certainly didn’t mean any less fun, learning and 

laughs. 

 

In our riding sessions we worked on the Christmas routine to music. In stable 

management we had lots of horsey 

Christmas crafts in the warmth and dry of 

the barn 

(along with 

hot 

chocolate 

and 

Christmas 

films.) 
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In January we are going to start our eventers challenge. We will have 

dressage in January, show jumping in February and cross country in March. 

The riders will earn points for each discipline each month and we will then 

add the points together for placings in each group.  Our stable management 

badges will correspond to our discipline, so January dressage arena, February 

building show jumps, and March will be fitness.  Again badge days will be on 

the last meet of the month. 

From January we will be also putting the members into houses, there will be 4 

houses with Nic, Caroline, Holly and Emia the captains of each house. The 

members will have a mixture of all groups within each house. The groups will 

earn points throughout the year and we will have an award for the winning 

team at the end of the year (think Harry Potter.) 

We do have some very sad news, unfortunately over Christmas Big Twiggy 

was sadly put to sleep. She very suddenly became unwell, despite being taken 

to the vet for colic surgery there was very sadly nothing that could have been 

done for her. It has hit everyone incredibly hard, she will be missed. 

We are all looking forward to seeing everybody back at Pony Club 
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WEATHER REPORT FOR DECEMBER 2021 

At the beginning of the month, it was a period of very settled and still 

weather. As you can see from the charts, it started quite cool, then 

gradually warmed up for a while, then cooler again and round Christmas 

became very mild but wet. On Boxing Day, the river Ash in Furneux 

Pelham, was very full, in fact right up to the top of the arch of the bridge 

near the Old Brewery. There were a lot of broken branches and the like 

caught up where a large pipe crosses the river just downstream of the 

bridge. Luckily it did not flood in the village. The total rainfall for the 

month was 85.1mm 

Janet Birch  
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PUZZLE BREAK……. 

 

Sudoku 

Complete the grid so that 

every row, column and every 

three-by-three box contains 

the digits 1 to 9. Solve the 

puzzle by logic and reasoning 

alone – no maths involved!  

 

 

 

 

January 2022 puzzle answers 

 
 

 

 

 

The word that could not 

be found was PRALINE 
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Criss Cross 

Fir the listed words into the grid. The winning word is the one left over 

at the end. 
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THE HUNDRED PARISHES SOCIETY  
Under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, Natural 

England can designate any area of land considered to be of 

special interest by virtue of its fauna, flora or geological features as a “Site 

of Special Scientific Interest” or SSSI. This designation ensures that the 

area is appropriately managed and protected. The Hundred Parishes has 

more than twenty SSSIs. I will mention a few that can be visited. 

In the parish of High Easter, Garnett’s Wood comprises 25 hectares (62 

acres) of ancient coppiced 

woodland (meaning the trees have 

been regularly cut down to ground 

level). Mentioned in the 

Domesday Book, this wood, in 

which the lime is the dominant 

tree, was given in the 12th century 

by Henry II to a knight called 

Geffrey Garnett. A stump of a tree 

has been carved to depict the knight, still watching over his wood.  

Patmore Heath in Albury parish is an 

8-hectare grass heathland, now a 

scarce habitat in South East England. 

It is managed by Herts & Middlesex 

Wildlife Trust. A variety of native 

grasses grow here and the heath’s 

ponds are home to all three native 

English newt species: great-crested, 

smooth and palmate.  

Amwell Quarry, formerly an area of 

gravel pits, has been transformed into 

a 37-hectare wetland environment, 

important in particular for wintering 

wildfowl and regarded as England’s 

premier site for dragonflies.  



 

40 

Best-known and by far the largest of our SSSIs is Hatfield Forest which 

covers more than 400 hectares, around 1.5 square miles. It was a royal 

hunting forest from around 

1100 AD until the 15th 

century. It has never been 

ploughed and has been 

managed for centuries by 

coppicing and by pollarding 

(cutting trees to a height 

above which livestock and 

deer cannot reach the new 

shoots). It has been owned 

by The National Trust since 1924.  

 

 

 

Coppicing 

 

      Ancient pollarded tree 

Ken McDonald, Secretary    www.hundredparishes.org.uk 

 

http://www.hundredparishes.org.uk/

